
S U P E R C H A R G E  
Y O U R  R E A D I N G



Reading deeply means going 

beyond just the gist of a text. 

It’s all about making a text 

YOUR OWN.



I CAN EXPLAIN 

I understand what I read and can identify the who, what, where, and when.

I CAN ANALYZE 

I assess, compare, and understand why and how.

I CAN APPLY KNOWLEDGE

I apply ideas from the text in new ways through my own writing and original 

projects.

What it looks like to make a 

text your own:



Read Actively

Elements of reading deeply:

Support Your 

Understanding

Reveal What    

You Know



Think about 

your purpose.

READ ACTIVELY

Deep readers use a 

central question to 

help focus their reading. 

They also ask their own 

questions BEFORE, 

DURING and AFTER 

reading.



Take note of what’s important.

READ ACTIVELY

Deep readers use a

system to

annotate a text 

and highlight 

important parts. 

Using different 

colors for different 

types of notes 

makes it easy to 

find key words and 

passages again.



Add your own words & files.

READ ACTIVELY

Deep readers use 

notes in a digital text 

to: 

• Summarize ideas

• Define new terms

• Make connections

• Ask questions

• Jot down ideas

• Record helpful 

background 

information



Chat about it.

READ ACTIVELY

Deep readers discuss their questions, wonders and 

ideas with others to gain a deeper understanding and 

broader perspective.



Don’t guess; look it up!

SUPPORT YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Deep readers use a 

dictionary or 

encyclopedia to define 

unfamiliar words. Online 

tools make it easy, so 

don’t guess at the 

meaning. Look it up!



Add images.

SUPPORT YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Deep readers use digital images such as diagrams, maps and photographs to enhance 

their understanding of a topic. Don’t forget to add these to your notes!

A Prism



Take advantage of technology.

SUPPORT YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Deep readers use 

online text tools 

including:

• Text-to-speech

• Translators



Take a moment to think about thinking. 

REVEAL WHAT YOU KNOW

Deep readers realize 

they have the power 

to “drive their brain” 

and actively improve 

their learning. 

Sometimes this means 

slowing down to re-read 

a passage to be sure you 

understand it. Sometimes 

this means speeding up to 

quickly jot down ideas. 

What topics sparked 

curiosity? What might 

I want to learn more 

about on my own? 

Am I helping my brain 

learn effectively? What 

could I do even better 

next time?

Metacognition: the 

ability to think about 

your thoughts with the 

aim of improving learning.



Everything is connected.

REVEAL WHAT YOU KNOW

Deep readers make 

connections to link new 

learning to previous learning, 

personal experiences and 

the broader world. Look for 

these connections BEFORE, 

DURING and AFTER 

reading. Incorporate these 

connections when you write.



Create something new.

REVEAL WHAT YOU KNOW

Deep readers reveal their 

learning through original 

writing and creative projects. 

A text is truly your own when 

you can take your learning and 

turn it into something new. What 

will you create?



SUPERCHARGE YOUR READING

Read Actively
• Focus your reading with a central question and your own questions

• Use a system to annotate the text

• Add your own notes, questions, definitions and helpful files

• Discuss the text with a friend, parent or teacher

Support Your Understanding 
• Use an online dictionary or encyclopedia to look up words you don’t know

• Boost your understanding of new terms with images like maps, diagrams and photographs

• Take advantage of technology including text-to-speech, translators and dyslexic text settings

Reveal What You Know
• Evaluate your own learning process and look for ways to improve

• Make connections: text-to-text, text-to-self and text-to-world

• Share your learning by creating something new


